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In convention of the numerous Xopimittec appoiated for 

the^ay,^ * 

_ • 

Resolved^ ^Tbat t^e thanks of the CcmmUtee be ftcfent^ 
•'■*..♦ • • • — 

edto Mr. Leoi^ avld for his Pertinent Oration, this day deliv-' 

tred^ and ^at a capy of the fame he requeftedfor the prefs. 



Beply.of the Author^ 

Gentlemek, 

Could I be perfuaded that its publication wotdd be of any 

fervice to thfi public^ y^ would, have my cheerful cenfent. 

However^ knowing thatpubiicatltniis cuHomary onfuch occa^ 

fions^ and expe^edan the prefent^ I reluftantly render thecopjk 



. fc 



O R A T I O N, &c.' 




Fbllow-Citjzens, 






W- 



£ have ceme to felicitate each other on the late ac« 
quifition of Louifiana; We have come to celebrate • con- 
quefl, not of armsBor of arufice» but of principle and ua« 
iiiflfcraWing policy. For the folemnization of this day, we 

. are indebted tp the nobleit of gratitude, the gratitude of pt- 
triotifai. Yes, my friends, your devout affeftions have de- 
er fed to Jefferson a %leQdid triumph. While the laurds 
of the mofl celebrated conquerors, modern as well as dn- 
xienr, are weeping with the blood of thoufands, the wreaths 
that entwine the temples of our political chiefs, who have 
effected the conqueft of this valuable territory^ are interwo- 
ven with the fmiling olive of peace. The Roma^n conquer- 
crs who returned in trhimj^^ fronrtheir vanquiihdd provin-r 
ces, heaid with horror, above the acobmations of joy, the 
fighs of the widow and the cries of the fatheriefs. But we 
celebrate a triumph, where all citizens whofe fouls are fuf- 
ceptible of tbankfulnefs, cordially offer th^r ttibute o£ 
praife and unafie^ed benediction. The troj^ies of our be- 

, neficent negociators are tlie inviolate hearts of a p^ple who 
rejoice in fuch an adminiftration and. the bleflings of fo free 
a government. Their honorable fpoils are the gloomy ab ;r- 
tions of an unprincipled ambition and the demoUfhed hy^ 
pothefis of 4n infatuated policy. To grace their triumph, the 
warinfpiring principles of Rofs and Morris are led in chains 
^nd expofed tqi^ the honeft raillery of a gratulant peopte. 
And this day of our national jubilee Ihall cottfecrate in the 
temple of fame a monument more lafting than the brazon 

. infoiption or the marble ftatue* 
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i», iPOMtumpIatiiig the lubje^l o£ Louifitna, the mlntlif 
3lktjntkzte)j zSe&ed of condiding embtionSb 

^---Vary fh^ll^iati^ti^ Df the fttbje£t, ind.it QiaH reflet a vai* 
pt4^ ^pp^Fsace---foaletimes pleafant and iafpiring vnth 
jgratiuid^-^^-and fbtnetimes ludicrous, marvellous and ap- 
proaching the^diculousJ^ ' * '~' 

'It muft be truly aftonifliing to every honeft Aoiericaim 
that an attempt (hoiild * be made by any of our. naUye crti^ 
^ns, to (k)ffefs ^^emfelvei ^of any territory of other na- 
tions, whatever may be the exiflihg circumftances without 
firft attempting, dther tor the fake of equity, ' humanity, 
.iorpolji{ehe£f^ to 'adjuft t!;ie differences by fair kegociatioat 
. Sbt'ilraftgs^ as k IS, fuch anattemptwas made, not by ^' a 
* 4oim^g|ht, lin&mbitious yeomanry; upon wfao^ ihouMers 
^e hdrdftips o£ the comefl: would :falW but by a tlafs of 
men, Whoiiw^W hav« exempted themfelvcs frjom milita^ 
duty> 9Xii WhoSsLchs^st&ers, nhconneded with politics, ase 
. Sue aaid reputable,.':l^nd Iwho vi^w tbemfelyes as -file lexers 
irfajr^^iefltabfc fedton.of American citizens* " This 'tpift 
be ar'flraBge'flepartufe, iiot to fay firom RtfuBlkan^ but 
f§o)cck*A^rl€ah -prihjc^lp. ' When our country firft bcgafti 
ta ialkry^. th^ <^ of Great Britain^ and to etnbraee 

£94: herfcUFa fyftem pf pc^tjfcal axioms ; ibe totally exciud- 
cd iwm.|jier tsonftii^^ that jemooeily 

coqipi^fed <^n£iiie <?peratibn$» T^ moft iindifguifed ob- 
je3ioa a^idnft^thele ^os then deemed the moft pfomitieat 
i^€^ture of d r^ublkatx government* " ' OffenfiVe w4rs wete 
(han deemed a xHfcrim^natmg eh^^^ of moykarchical 

.^bifbliflunents, 'where priva^ caprice>^uid ambition could 
^ftttOfigel^^bforb tiiefcelih^^ of 1^ public and the wills d^ 
^a $ew become the refe^^^ of many. Thefe were doer 
. ti^ines tinrefervadly ietnbraced hy« all, e^iccept the avowed ad- 
. i^rents ,to the intereft6 of the crown. A proportion of di- 
jye^hg any people of their' rightful poffeffions, Dwn|ld hate 
, fiUed pur .patriots with aftomfiiiaientj and thjs speeches ot 
Rofs and Morris would^hllVe 'been, to the revoluwon, a pi*- 
pfa^nation equally ^omiieiious, aMioiteatand u^ardona- 
jt>le. , ._ '^^ ' ' ■ • • 

^ It was natural, at that time, wfeen etery *moath was 
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filed A. with eiCtctatidiir 9gainft the arrogaiift mteirwes of 
Bntaifiv totally to abjure her vices. Ambitfon, when feniift- 
ing voianteelfs mi)er cai;Lfe^ vi^illever iuipr^tahef^ftandar4 
the a^xiKary of religion. HofttUus, wh^n itnpelled by 
necefiicy, could revive the facrcd rights of Numa, Vfrich 
he had long neglefted. It would feem moffe natural rh'ea 
for ambition to difcard thojfe vices, the adoption of ivjiich 
would arraign her iconduA and fix upon her votaries, 
the (iigma of a flagrant difunion of principle and prafticfc, 
Sut the peace of a nation violates her repofe. It is th^ 
troubled 'ftate of Society that tempts her operatidns. In 
the 'defultory fkenes of .national difficulties, n is plai^ to 
the difcriminatlng obferver, jhat ambition, whatever mij 
be the fcope of the Branca, wilt ever occupy the fore- 
ground of the perfp^Qiye, and inftigate for htrfelf thofe 
aSs which become moft interefting to the whole: War 
therefore has ever been her moft fucccfefut engine, 

ill, Bec&qfe, in drafting her fubfidies and fi^Iei^ing 
her alliances, fhe itnproves an opportunity of relaxing or 
invigorating, tbofe lof:al and naticmal prejudices^ as fliatl 
beft fait her policy, 31|^ courts' the fmites of f(»cigh 
Courtf whofe polities and imetefts are in concert With 
ber own, and -avails herfelf of the movemrems of war to 
dired to th^ fame end the prepfeffeHions of the tbldiety 
and po{Hiiace, But aM, •nder her in^uence,- "niuft be 
taught to execrate tfaofe whofe governments arft adtnihif- 
tcred upon republican principles, as enemies not bnPy to 
their happinefs, but to mankind in general and ty^y *p6- 
IMcsl good^ • Vlben the great deep df national alliatices 
are broken up by war, ihr caufes, by a' new adjuftmem 6f 
]^ublic rehitions,*fa^ridry land to appear in litnatidns more 
flattering to her pride and'tnore favorable' to her intezfefb. 

2d. War allows the people no leifure to d^Hbi^te 
and enquire for themfelves, whe^ the country's daiigdr 
19 founded from every quarter ;-^|ien the people are 
)u^ituated'to diftrnft th^ friendfhip of aH, except thbfe 
whoi^are the frank 'allies of their own nation, or tbofe 
whofe poKcy U avowedly oppofed to that of their encnijy. 
Thefe obfervations are exemplified in the habitsi of Brit« 
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fft (ubje6l8. Thafc w^Hq jaflRim^ their poIiiijCal. tuitigg^ 
fcave heretofore ^xercifed a more diligent attentioa ti^ 
their tyros, than the nurfe or the. fchooUmafter to theTr 
relpeftive charge^* in tfte military academies they imhibe: 
the rudioienats fii natipwai prejudices, Thefe* are niu - 

. torecl by coiiumial complaints pf svrongS) impofitions aacJL 

, violation^ of faiih and treaties. Finally, in the field an.4 
nary they are brought 10 ipatuiity, and become irradii- 
cable. M their ambitious nobiiiiy, ^ho lariguiOi in time 

. of peace, Ijve like the vampyre qtx the blood of manki^i^ 
real or imaginary * incidents are tranflated into folemil 
pretence?, aud the people ^re plungecl ^gaiqi into " irw- 
voidap/e** \y2LU 

3d. Open hoffilities furnith ambition, with a variety of- 

; pretexts of patriotifm. She makes it eafy for her vota- 

. ^ies to beli^vpthat all her pi;ojeft$ are for the country's 
good. It is natural, (he thinks, for the people to infer t|i^t 

^ it is for their own defepce when an enejiiy is oppofed, as it 
is uard to *belieye that the 1ianger$ and fatigues of war 
ihould be produdUAre of any individual good. Now (he feel$ 
a didatoriaj decffior^ attached to all her projects. She apr 
proaclle$ the peQple, w;tjj a tepder regarcj for the pubUc 

/irelfare, in theprefent emergency of aff?iirs :rr-That theimr 
pending cri(is call$ ^r a new arrangement in ^1 the depact-f 

. ments of State. ;Her: l^ifta^-ve proceedings (while (he. 
fmilesto view theryi a$ popular intrcnchments ofbenown 
wealth and grandeur) are echoed as the difpenfations pf 
an auTpicious providence. All her;alliances, as well nup- 
tial as political, ihp would fain make us believis, are t^e teii* 
fderpledges of our national ^lory; 

In returning to our own country, let us bear with tis 
the applicatipfi of tlje fi^bje^.^ In the old Canadian wars, 
the humble fimplidty ftf our infant ftate r^preft th.e growth 
pf domeftic ambition. My^t there W)5re found none dif- 
pofed to felly put in qdeft of adventviff^'s, of fame^nd ag- 

, grafidifement.- -Our regiments were officered by Britifh 

[ ^chevaliers, and tbe fpldiery, like loyal Jquire$, were |aught 
to fight for the fceptered (^ixote. But in our revolu- 
tionary war, th§ {^a^e of fociety ba^Jo far ^4v?^ce4> s^^lq 
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ftiive furmfhed'a' fpheicfov the intrigues of ambition.' Id 
the very "womb of the levoludon^ ambition arid patriot-? 
ifni, like the twins of Rebckah^ ftrugglcd together. .Tho' 
the native voice of the one was fcarcely diftinguifhed' from: 
^ the crocodile ct-y of the other, ftill the charaders of that 
" ^ffeSing tragedy were ^Quatcd by two oppofing interefts.' 
As glorious as that era was, yet we fee in it, as in the Bfi«^ 
i/6viiD of the facred paftoral, u company of two armies.^ Nc 
fooner was the fmoke of the revolution rolled away by> 
the favoiiian breeze of peace,' and the aHors ext)ofed|o the 
view of the people, but it was xveW determined who; 
they were, that had been prefenthig vain oblations upon^ 
that altar, that was ftill wet with the blood of Watren and' 
Montgomery ; — who had fung the war-fong of patriotism' 
to the harp of ambition ;— who had moorried for public 
grievances, to procure redrefs of perfonal embarraffments j 
j^ho had been bold to repel foreign irivafion, to ereft a' 
tyranny at home. Alas ! who wouli^ have tho't the revo-* 
lutionary (hock, which broke the tie between us and a cor-: 
tupted government, fervid alfo to brea£ ther egg-fhcH of: 
tbie cocfeitricd, and give a premature growth to the viper of 
aoibiiionl . . . ^ . : 

As political corruptioii is too o£cen the confequence * 
of war5 fo it feen^s ei^er inclined tp hoftilities, as to,a part- 
ner of its ^n fpecics,by whiA libidiaotts:embrace,it engen- 
ders and perpetuates corruption in the world. Thus am* ' 
bition had aiTumed appropriate operations and became^ 
diftinguifeed by a ftandard of her own. It afforded her • 
no 'ddubt a moment of regrej. to refled, that (he had been 
compelled to vie with a power, whofe- policy was fo near-* 
ly-allied to her own. T-hey are in tctc-a-tete however to 
. fcrget old pfrejudices and enter upon a. new alliance. To' 
declare war therefore with Great* Britain would be an out- ' 
rage upon themfelves. Tho' the unwarrantable infults 
of that nation had fumiibed many of the ^mtm^in' 
people with ample pretences for open hoftiliti<», yet as it 
would debilitate or diffolve their young alliance^ they be- » 
ca rate more "affiduous than Britifti fubjefts themfelves, to ' 
extenuate thofe repeated impofitions : They evaded the 
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foi-ce tif popular fefehtnient a^d fatiated the predatoff 
tnfiSij of England by ratifymgr the treaty of Mr. Jay. 

A war then with that nation, upon fo juft au occa- 
fion, Would haVe becA too patriotic for that poli<iy* But . 
to foontr had France, diiafFeded whh the ftipulated pro- 
fwfionaof the treaty aforefaid, begun to aft the Harle* 
quinade ^f Britifli depredation, but alt their Gazettes vo- 
oiferated for war, and the fates embargoed were fotbid- 
deA to^interpofe. 

Nowt f'rance Is raehacctf with aH the veng6a:ii<:e of 
patriotifm« Eipeftation is now fanguine that the alli- 
aaee with England will be confummafed, and the tw6 
dDUQlrie^ embrace in eternd iriendfliip. Now 1$ about 
(o*Qpen a new fcene for Ariftocratic Ipectiiatioft, Alrea- 
dy ii prefenfed a happy opportunity, not only for war, 
hut war with the ciiemics of Britain. A war of exter- 
miration is projefted. EVfcry man; . wotnanv^and child i« 
to be antted againft the poor Franks, who are defftinecf 
for anhihilation. Ghir fentiments of honor, of courage 
send li^atiofliat dignity were arraigned at the ttibunal of a 
prejtsd^catmg policy. No effort wast lefttx^ed to ^dti«^ 
fy OUT coslfts With rttiflSparts and out minds wkh ^rejil&- 
efi* Thits ambitioa' V2m\y fmagined thoct alt our^ r^^ 
Ittttonary 'prepo£feffio6s'tn favoar of that natioa would 66 
infl^&tly diffolved } =th»l' an aSamr of foreign invafioit 
would unfctupuloufty encSt a unanimity ^ hottie ? HW* 
our fee* hfeing ftedfeftly* fronted towards pubBc calainity, 
our backs mu(l be turned npioh all domeftie oppfeffion. 

ThcBe, is fomething, my frientds, la be throi;<^H 1:^ by 
tbefe 'troubled waters. What do we fee J' The organiza- 
tion of a ftanding arii^y; Troops^ *re ftatioxied hi the inftf- 
rior of, a country of patrbt*, to oppofe the dtfceiit tof a ''^ 
tian&tlantic enemy. A large armament is formed to ena> 
bJe U5 to join with honor the embattled Une of a fofiorfW 
ally.^ Executive authority is exttoded that the prefidendaJ 
p<iwer might afcfend io a di&itorial fovereignty, like (hat 
of |he Romans; which was abfolute and ktefmiWfe'in the 
dwgerotis extremities of ^ wat. An rfien-bill ia pttffed to 
pi«c4t.theintrQdu£lion of republican ppnciplet> and teg* 
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lilatb the entiftments of politicatl retrtuits. Xbe revenue and 
ibe m^nied interefts muft bt Sirahged anetir^ under pretext 
of deftjayiilg e$penc€9 of defefafiye preparations, to €Qftjl;roul 
the jeilotified of^ patridtifrii aitid facilitate the panageipe 
of an unpopular fyftem. , • ^ / 

But this projedl^ howtier nifely calculated a^ ^t 
UoiiTly executed,, did hot realise its ulrimate view?'' That 
patriotifm equally ready, to ^m againft itie menaces of an 
Wemy, and to guard agaii^ plunging into a precipitate war^ 
could not be perftiaded to iitnhrace thfe delufipn. That 
ambition, lii^ich was ever feeking ioj* a jvar of fpeculation, 
fooh fouiid ocpafion to cslll i^p het former f ef6lution8> A 
tight of dfepofit at New-Orleahsj to which w6 had no claioi 
by any decifive aiithority, was^ from fpme adventitious cauf^ 
cs j withheld by the Spaniih Intendant. This event, to thpfe 
who were aiflquainted with circumftance^rP^^^^t^^ed nothing 
hoftile» The whole affair reftiited naturally frocn thofe re- 
lations, iNrhich eicifted bet\;^een the American and Spftniih 
gbvernnients. Indeed^ a catholic poHticiantnight admire, 
that ibitietbing of the kind had hot occurred before. This 
howcvef sLniouhte^^ by the colouring'of FfiDEKALiiwM, to 
ittfiik and ilnpending hofUlities. It is eafier^ from ground- . 
iefs pretences,, to perfqa^ a people that they afe injured, 
than th^t they are beneiitied. This incidental fuipen(ion, 
* therefore, was reptef^ted ai^ a barbarous rape upon Arner^ 
ican liberties ; and they eijdcivored by all the buffoonery of 
argument, to rouSlhe United States to a decladition of. 
VfB.t, and inftead of recovering the right of depofit, to pd!*« 
fefs diemfelves of the whole iiland of Mew«Orleans» 

Aiew hiftorical obfefvations are briefly theie< Whea 
by the treaty of Paris, in 1763, France ceded to Britain, 
Canada^ Cape Breton and a psrt of its poffeffions on the 
eaft of the Miili{ippi,^ihe refer ved to herielf the ifland of 
lfew«Orleans, which^ together with the province of Louifi- 
ana on the weft of the riVer, (he foon after ceded to the kuig 
of Spain. By the fiime treaty, Spain ceded to ,Great-Bri- 
tain, Florida,. St. Auguftfee, the bay of Penfacoiai with ail 
bef pofieifions Oft the eaft of the MiiEIippi* Great-Britain, 
by the treaty of 1783, conveyed to the United' States, all 

B 



lier former pafieffioHs eafl of a ime drawp abitg ^he mid- 
dle of the Miffifippi,jo the 31ft degree of north latitude. 
Thence on the iiorthernmoft part of faid degree, and oth^ 
tf i?itenn^diate lines, till it faU« ^jtfr Sf. RJary's rirer into 
the atlantic oceanic Ip the treaty of yerfailles, in the fam^ 
yee^r, between Englanci and Spain, the fora>er ceded and 
guaranteed to hisX^athofu: Majeftyi Eaft^ad Weft Florida. 
Not lolig after the peace of '83, when the weftern wilder- 
nefs became fettled and popurlation and agriculture advanc- 
ed i^diffentionsarofe between the United States arid the 
Spanifli Government, concerning the right of navigating 
the^w^ters of the Miflifippi, and the boundary line between 
Weft Florida and our Ibuthern territoi-y. Thefe ditferen- 
ces, which occafion^d at that time ferio^s agitatiolis, were 
at Icngih- amicably adjufted % the treaty of San Lorenzo 
del Real^ in J 795, and the boundary between the Spanifh 
cojloniesan^ the tinited States was c©nfir;ned af reeably to 
the definitive treaty of i^S^, At the fame ti«w?^ the free 
/Navigation of the river in its whole breadth^ from it6 fource 
to the qcfean, was fecured to ouir citijzensr Spain alfo grant-« 
fd u^ a fight lo dej^ofit and. export, our produce and mer- 
chaft^dizcj^in the pwt of New- (Orleans, for the Ipac^ erf three 
year» from the dat^ of ij^e treaty* She alfp engaged^ to con-^ 
tniue ihcfgrant, in cafe no injury accrued to her oyfn inter- 
efts, or amg^a fio^r e^abliihmei^t on icuiie other part of | 
the Mi0ifippi^ The late Intendant of the Spaniih colonies, 
obfervi^ that the faid term of three yftirs had expired, and 
of courfe no defined right of depofit remaining at New- Or- 
leans, took occafioa by the authority of his office, tofufpend 
that r^'gbt, without ceremony or enquiry oh the. fubje£t. 
This aft, perhaps, the^Jntendant viewed no more than fideU 
ity to hi$ foyereigja^ being bound by his allegiaiuiie, to ad up 
to the laws aind faith ohiy of exifting treaties* Fortunately for 
the XJf Sta^es,he called up the fubje^^ reminded the parties 
erf B' negligence not commonly indulged between two gov- 
ernments. Afairs were kntnediately ptst m train 16 (ecure 
to a\*r natioi^ a.moft ample right of navijgating the Miffifip- 
j)i ; and the refult is,the cei&onof theliand of New-Orleans, 
together with the almoft bpundle£spromce'ofLouifiana. 
^. But previous to the acquifition^ it Was ui^cd by fonle 



CO make a tuffiah-pufli and acquire it by force. As war i^ 
the moft fuccefsfui game that ambition can play at, a mo- 
tion vas made to raife ^o^poo men ^nd 5 i^illions of monk- 
ey to defray expences. We would not mention the names 
of gentlemen to hold them up topubtic contempt, though' 
fuch propofitjons, made by pid>lic agents, will appear uii-^ 
pleafaiit to a virtuous peo[»e. ''But we mention them for 
the fame purpofe they did themfelves, in order that they 
might .be heard and examined by an enlightened public. 
While founding the war* hoop, they could ken with the eye 
of a prophet, what gt'eat advamtages would refolt to the na- 
tion by poffeffing New-Of leans and the right of neighbamg 
territory : And sts they fortunately had truth on their fide, 
we are bound to believe them fintiere. It is requifite on 
thijs occafion, my friends, to mention and record feme ex- 
trads from tbofe encomiums to which we alkide. > 

Mr. Rofs declared that the mere right of depofit invo1v« 
ed " the beft imcreft« of the country/^ ^^As the right of the 
river, the trade, &c. was hot at all fecured by the treaty, of 
eourfe a neW one or war muft be reforted to.'* Hfe declared 
that** the country on the eaft bank of the Miflifippi would 
give compaClnefs and irfeiflftible ftrength to the United 
States, for which we fhould be courted sii^d refpej^ed in future 
European wars^ that if France got it, (he would either anni- 
hilate our trade with her Iflts, or iirip^ dHjties of 15 or 20 
per cent.*^ The commercial intereft8,'n:hen, of the north- 
erh States muft be favored with incalculable advantages 
from theceffiooof Louifiana. 

Mr.White,ofDeUware,franklyexprefledh|8c6nvidions» 
that we could ** never have permanent peace on our weftern 
waters, till we poflefs oiirfelves of JNl^w-Orteans, and fuch 
0ther territory as liiay be neceffary to eive iis' the complete 
and abfolute command of the Miffifippi.'' All thefe and far 
more we have honorably acquired. Thefe obje&s appeared 
to ][iim fo ineftimable that he dared not to hope for them 
but by a war*. Though he depf^ecated fuch a meafure, yet 
he viewed it as an unavoidable alternative* He con'Gdered 
if as the ** duty and interett of the nation, to niake the fa- 
crifice for the obje£l, becaufe he'deemed the country around 
New-Orleans, to be the only key to inimenfe regions wa* 



C 1^1 ■ ' 

ttred by the l^lMEfippt^ which He flscted to be larger tkaa 
^l E^jropcj^ iurpaffed $y no <:p\^nt)57 in fcrftlity and clipaate^ 
wd moft QJP it <^ paradife.'^ 

Mr. Moyris.-r-" Witl^ |hfc Milfifipjii country in our 
, pefieifion^ we hare means q4 defence, n(K^e atnple^ more 
onportant, more eafy, than any nation on earth. In a ftort 
time^all the Wei^^ndiaif^ndS) fed from o^reranarifi^ 
4ep»d upo|i our wills and in confequence ^^fthe powers of 
Europe, who ^ave cojqnies there^ iqufl: ^ourt ourfriendfliip. 
"yhofe Tichifourcca qf coiqmercial importance (the fbf^iga 
colonies in ^ the Weft-Indies) will he, as it were, in pur 
bands. They will be pledges for the ^mity of others, in 
feas and^4o!(mnion8 far r^motte. It is a defence, which, 
thp^h it cofts u9 nothing, is fup^ior to fleets and armies. 
'^t, le( ttie refo^rccs of America be divided (which muft 
4)ia{^pen when the French are matters of New-Orieans) and 
a)l this power anjd influence are gone/* Thjs^ my friends, 
U the fenatosial afpdarit of Mr. Slorris : And can>we fup- 
pipfe that were he now in the fenate^ he could fo perjury 
^ioafelf jfcsto unite with his party in their afpe^'fions agjainft 
tfai^^Iorious event. ' 

I ftould too far tranfcend.the limits whicbl htre pre* 
i^ribed for myfdfpn thi& pccafion,, toredite the many encor 
liji^ins made^ D^otonly wtth appar^ent camdpr, but w]|h faith 
auid enthufiafm ^ tb^^ifieft^^^^ pii the fub- 

je£l before trs^ They appear tranfpprt€<l beyond them* 
fj^yes, and the powers of rhetoric are too feeble to defcribe 
the felicities of that enviable cpuntry ; to obt^n whidi, the 
^^p^nc^s, the timis^ theeffafipn of bIopd> fo unavoidable 
in w^r, WQuId have been but an inferior fecrifice. Rut ^ 
war ;with France and Spain^ in co-operation with Eneiand, 
•^as their ultimate yiew.t^i'or the flioft prominent feature 
)bf theiirc^ofition to th« pacific :poIicy of the Prefident, was 
an alliance with Britain,, in preference to negociation. It . 
^as not a forioiu hope^ that hoftilities, with the dreaded and 
iaveterqte enemy of ttut x^ationt would naturally increafe ^ 
reciprocal attachment. 

. Thus I have attempted a fair reprefentation.of tifat 
impo?;tance aiui utility which gentlemen of the oppofit 
tipn attached to the po^effioa of Nen^-Orleans i^nd the 
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mvlg^ttson of the Mifltftppl) which coild.iipt' Mhtd iii$ 
fpure a zeal like theirs for piecipkale w^r. Bqt opinioni 
Uttered with fifch apparent deliberation aiid candor, ^ervf 
pniy as ^ ioil, to fet the incon(i(lqncy of their fu{>i]^qQent 
condu£^ in more expreifive point of view. Tho\^gl\. the ac- 
quifhion realissed, exceeds the utmoft extentof their proi 
dieted impQTtai^cey.yet the maligpancy of their oppof^tion tq 
the poUcy of lflr« Jefferfon, is not afluagedL 1;he moment 
ia which was felt the impoifibility of inducing a waf, the^ 
^quifitipn of that coqntry was treated as a viuonary projf 
e&* Na fooner was the fuccefs of Mr. Monroe's o^flioQ 
^lonfirmedy froofi a paradUe, Louifiana degenerated ihtP, 4 
fle&rt. The fame territory, which it was declared jinwort 
thy Atperica to (pare ^myj^atns in obtaining^has ftranffelj^ 
become a nuifance and an evil* As the^lory departed rron^ 
^tent £den, when watring lufis were introduced, (q whex) 
war was banifhed from the mind of FedetaUfm, the value* 
the beauty, the luxuriance, the glory of that ^^ garden e4^tt»| 
world'* fled like a vifion. Thof(^ beautiful ^^^ prairies/ ^ thofq 
fertile vales, in whiqh the annual fun beholds a ^^ doubly 
harveft/^ have fuddenly put on the deje^ed appearance ol^ 
ifae *^ wik(8 of Lybia.*' Alas ! thofe deligbtfiil regions, an- 
fiained with teiman blood, had no charn|s fox ambitapa^ 
Such diftra&ed inconfiRendes, mud arreft the actqiiratxpi^ 
of every^ candid miqd, and fuUy demQaftcatethe4curperatioa 
pf that palicy, while faft retreating front the advances of 
truth. The& difcoucerted manoeuvres are but the length- 
(saed and diftorted ihadows, thrown upon our profperousf 
pottotry, by the fettiog fun o\federalifm* 

When intelligence of this aufpidous event was firft re-« 
cdved^ it was hard for a difpaffionate mind to difcover at 
^at poiikt of attack, this in^lortant mes^fure could be id"* 
^led. It was to be e^cpeded ths(t ift would meet with th« 
pordial approbation of •every party. It required more thai^ 
drdxaary ingenuity to ^f conjure up an hypothecs" againft 
the negociauon. It was hoped that it was poflible fnuathU 
unexpeaed ^ coincidence of fortunate ckcumftaiices" tot 
r^ncile the jarring fpirit of oppofition. ^^But^U calcu- 
lations are^ fallacious, when combatting the perverle pallion^ 
«ftl^l^ar^'\. 
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Myfterioiis it is, that the fubjeQ: of war, in this tountry, 
Should be tre;»ted with fuch deliberate indiflfcrence-r-war ! 
that has e3?ier been dieemed a'cutfe upon the people, in the 
]pio(l unehlightened a^es of antiquity. T^e antient He- 
brews, witl^ the denutimtions of faihiqie and peftilence, were 
threatened with wars and captivities. '^ Wars and fighti 
iiigs*' ar6 exprefsly declared to be the refult of ihat crimi. 
itial cupidity which operates againft the felicity of n^an. 
The blindeft ages of oarbarifm prefented nothjing to di«nin- 
ifc its horrors, but the boall of valour, the renovrn of pat- 
riotifm, and the promife of glory in a world to come. But 
in this illumined century and literary nation, it is to be con- 
templated with thofe awful refledions, which the fjabjeQ: fo 
jaaturally infpireg. - ' / 

Befides the lofs of our citizens which no confideratioiiL 
could expiate or repay, the expences, with the ftriSeft econ- 
omy, would exceed the refult ot the moft accurate calcula- 
tions. To obtaia a view of the direft effedls of war in im- 
poverifliing a people, let us-turn our attention to the prefent 

unhappy ffat^ of Ot4 England.* In a debate in the Houfe 

' ' ■ ■■■■ ^^ — : — jLxL : — s . ■•„•, 1 — L_: ^ 

' * The lace #ar between Gre^t Qritain and France k^^ to-bave ad- 
ded, b^ the geoeral redotlioo of national rc(oufcea and flreng(b» to the pub- 
lic debt of the former v% tho<|faod^4$i miiliona 9817 thoafand dullafs. To 
their annual taxes then it added 666 niitUon» 390 choofand dollart* I'he 
pppidation nf Gieat Britata la efttm^ted at 1 1 nullions. Thus by the late 
wtr« fpppofe each perfon to ^ny eqaaUy» every mao, woman and child, h«r 
contraded ;i debt of lojfz doUarft ; for whidh p t^ei akme each hai to pay 
an annual intereft of 63 dollars and 12 centi. ' 

Let this ichedole fnmifh os with a fcale by which we may catcolate the 
great amount which probably moft have been expended, in the proje^ed 
^onqoeff'of LooifiiMia*' We will now caft a figure opon the refoit of that 
pacific negociatton-whfch lyq^bave fo gladly celebrfited^ The ^opahuioq 
of the United Slates^ by the late cenfos, is upwards of 5 tniUions. The 
price of the pnrchafe of Lonifiana, of New-Orleans, and confeqnently of 
the great river'MiffiCppi, ia 15 i millions of doilari. Let the farplos of ^ 
syiillions of population pay Ihe furploa quartet of a miUion in the purchafe 
fnoflcyi and w^ $nd,tbat for 3 dollars each, v^e have acquired a right to a 
|ernc6ry of ptpdigtpns 'extent, and have added to our popabtton half a 
million of people. It will'not, I hope, be deemed aii iUibetai reflexion, if 
^ ftate it as my ddibeitire belief^ that the aggregate of the expences ineor? 
red yinder the laft ^dmini^ration, are toatz than fo^es^m |o pay the c^» 
tra^ior that extenfive country. It cannot thecb amoMHt to inveAive tQ- 
Ibggeft, that the ffnitleft attempt to esflave ; millions of people^ exceeded* 
in the expencea, the fom that is to be paid to make half a miUioa of fla? ca 
free and accepted citizens* 
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of Coimnons, Mr* Nichols, fpeakingon thecondu^ of Mr, 
Pitt, in his late a^miniftration, declared that " by the inju-' 
ry of paper money, by the rife of proyifions, by reducing the 
tf adefmeri to poverty, and by filling t^e poor heufes With thf 
wretched, the inhabitants were doonied to periih, he wolild! 
not fay by hundreds, but by .thoufands/* ** To any gentle* 
man,*' fays he, " who doubts my isiccuncy, I pUkge myftif 
to produce fuch damning proofs asjhall make his bairjlandori 
endJ^ The melancholy pcrfpcftlve of embarraffment, poy^ 
erty and wretcheduefs, which the ftate of that nation thi$ 
moment prefents, is diftrefiing to the feelings of humanity* 
I need not invite yonr attention to our own couhtry, to b©-' . 
hold your happier enjoyments, fcr ere I exprefs myfelf, your 
glowing fenfations would anticipate the aiFe£ling contraft. 

But notwithftanding tfie. etforts of ambition to involve 
lis in this exterminating evil, we have not only been faved 
from a war, but we have greatly extended our ^empire. . Il; 
istrae 15 millions muft be paid for it. But the additional 
revenue itfelf wiUaffurcdly accompliOi it* For that revt» 
nue, by the rapid increafe of population and fettlement, will 
be aftonifhingty enlarged by the tim« payment is to be made. 
YdH, good pi^Ie, will find the remittances made and your 
bonds difpharged, without any burthen or caufe of com^ 
plaint. But fhould an esetonded expellee be brought to 
public view, by unfriendly calculators, it would exrted ths 
powers of arithmetic, to prove.it a poor bargain. Federal^ 
ifm itfelf had predi^ed that Bonaparte would not part with 
it but for an exorbitant confid^ation* . It has alfo fined 
been fuggefted, that it was by fpme over-reaching policy, 
that our negociatorp obtained it : And yet abrupt at* 
tempts are made to prove that the refuUing iaconveniei^ces 
will tranfcend the amount of profit, ^ut, my friends, I wilt 
unrefervedly pledge myfelf, my honot' ^nd pofleifions (.what« 
ever they may be,) as did Mr.. Livingfton, when he firft 
contraded with France, that a com)>any ihall be produced, 
of the fame defcription of politics, with our miftaken friends, 
who ihall bind themfelves, their heirs and ailigns forever, 
lojnake good the payment of thirty miUiona, for what we 
have purcbafed* 

The affectation of fomc has lightly efteemed the pur- 



t^w^ bh accotot of yiCumztf difficurrie^i and ilie ttmi ^ril 
itiay elapfe, before any cortfidcrable fettlcmcnt fhall be effect 
*ed. * Btir a mierfe ftoie might afk^ is this hard to bS actoai^ 
yiihiedi^ the fattie' or fimiljir caufes whi<Jh have raifed A- 
tnerica to her ptefept ftate of improvedient ? ISurvey tlhe 
i-ei^ons of North and South A«ieric2i, cohtemphite the mil- 
lions that inhalirft hei; champaigns^ ai^d Vefleft that thre6 
tcnttiiiei only have paflfed, fihce the fir(t difcoirery of^hi* ^ 
hew i^orld. The period is much fliortei*, fince thefe Unit-i 
fed States, x^ofe harvefts are fufficient tb fupply the grana^- 
Hes of the i^rld^ theTe floiirifliing pilantatioris, aroiund yoiif 
trere bi<l tincultivited wilds. We will therefore KiBar* 
fite afierfei^n,that,had it nbt been for this recent acquifition$ 
biir a^rictilUiral atid etitei'prifiilg citiiz^h^ wotild fiiortly hav«f 
' found themfclTe^ liiflited in their fpeetilative inter efts,. But 
how they ate Jjtpfthted i^hh* boutidlefs rcfobrcfes of ^ecula^ 
tion, weaith and profpicrity. 

What are the difad^Mtitdges of the iciqui(iti<m ? To 
thi^ (|ueftioh, whatever thay have beeti the envious atid 
buftKng objediohs made by at abortive policy, the anfwers^ 
Jrou obienrei iiatt eter bttit vaguR, problematical and eva- 
Vve. Tfcrfe who^eniift a Rciwcation^ always fumble cfv^ 
tii6 fthjtGt^ a&4 meetihg with their own antecedetit encochi^ 
lifit^, which reciimihate and coiifound them^they feramble 
fbr dbje^ons, and fightiiig, with a retreating fire^ abancfon 
the ground under the feint of fubterfuge. 

/WW are the advantages of the acquifitioti ? Much in 
fetcty point of view. It givc« us the enjoy meht of that varic* 
ty of cjimate fo pi*opitious to our national coaialctcc It 
throws into our pofieffion a counfi*y, not only witMn the 
^topical latitudes, but adjoining our former jurifdtdions. 
'Btoia this country then, we may brings fred-of duty aftd 
jMrar-infurance^ all thaie articles, i^hich we are taught to de- 
nominate, neccijariics of life. Of tWs priviledge ^t hate 
hitherto been deftitute. But where we view otSct nati^i 
df like habits and luxiiries <)f living, we find but few, who 
ctonot tesJl of their fadoties, colonies arid poflcffionsi either 
in the Ittcfia of the eaft or of the weft. ^Thofe infiilar gar- 
dens of tl^e Weft-Indierare diftributed,asi it were by the lot of 
£«te,. between the Engliflb^ French, Spanifli^ piitch,Swedi(h 



'MtA t^ortugit^fi?. Ani mho among thercirizena of i^merica, 
^11 impfouny deny, that it ^^ the hand that rules the de^ 
jkdt$ of the tiniverfe, which ha& aUbtted to us the fertile 
province of Louifiana. For fo hath the great event beea 
greeted by feveral eulogifts.of Etiroper 

ThU extenfive country excised s in quaiitity, the whole 
bf the Weft-India Ifls^s, and, i^ fbted to produce fugar, 
coffee, cocoa, ginger, pimento, cotton, gums, turnteric, 
rhubarb^, and probably, teks; Thefe no doubt will be fooa 
iGbipped in abundaijce, free of duty> &9. totheeaftem^ 
northern aqd dl)icr Atlantic States. Fram this^circuni* 
^ftance, therefore, tio fmall advantage will arife to our cefafl- 
ing bufinefs, which being fecured from foreign reftridions, 
is. deemed the mod valuable branch of our carrying trade* 
For thefe articles; our produce, biit principally ouf ii^annfac- 
tures, muft be returned ;-^and chiefly in our ownvjiTeb* 
Thofe rich planters, poifefled of fuch eafy nie^hs of aBmence, 
will never leave their plantations, to be concerned in- the 
fiiheries, fhip-building and m^afa&ures^ which are profe- 
.cuted with fuch.ipduftry in the nprthcrn Stated. « .^ 

Jhe acquifition affords us another advantage. It re« 
stoves every ap{ir^hen&on of danger *from a foreign colony 
in that country. This was a favorite argum^ to efitft fay ' 
force the ffizure of New-Orleans« This confideration, tho' 
nothing to the purpofe for which it was adduced, i; greatly 
.flattering tp the peace and fecurity of the United States* 
For had any preponderatii^ power of Europe have gotten 
poffeflioixiti that quarter, they wo^ld fukveWd a command-* 
ing authority over all the bufinefs, that foiras coimeSed with 
the navigation of the MifliQppi, and, if difpofed^ would have 
injured the trade, in all our ^t^dlern waters* 

Had Great Britain fuocecded in that notorious con* 
fpjracy of the governor of Canad;!,, the Britifh asoilter and 
Mr. Blount, to fecure to herfelf Ihe Floridas, our public 
affairs would hav^ ever been contaminated and harralfed 
with Britiih intrig\>e. Had fhe ^Ifo fucceeded in a purchafe 
of Louifiaqa^ or acquired it ^y the fuccefs of that expedition, 
which file raedf :ated lad year, when (he renewed ber.hof* 
lilities againft France, would flie not have challenged the 
czclttfwc right of that important riyer^ as (he now does that 
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«*f St. I)airt*nce'? WrmU fhetkot as ihfolentfy refam tfit 
Trglit of tie^iit «t New-Orl^anv as &e once \irithhdd th^ 
pdRs at Detroit imd Niagara? Woatd k aff3rd a p\ei£sti^ 
refietliofi. to any otte, to liave ^hc French Or any oth^* na- 
tion to obtain a ftroag foot-hold tbfefc, and carry cm a vigo- 
^vds ftate of cotonizaribh ? The recognizance of oiiir owa 
Wiftes^ ktid the recoUe^ott 6f the antS-pbuific srgti^[ientt> 
lianlfli at onte die idea. 

It has been obierved by fomtf wholfe ciandoiH* ve ft* 
^tdj xhit the -expences and Iralpedimehts ih iHaint^i^img 
a government in that eattenfive coftntry^ hAH rife to the 
-ainounb of all the benefits received. 3^ I recoiled n^ 
Aateihent 6r analyfk of the fdim&^ which aothortfes me u> 
pay any refpieS to the. hypothews. There is no ffiado^ of 
feafcm, why a^vernment, completely re^ndent to alt i^ 
ptirpofeiB, may m>t be maintsuned^ Hxrith equal factttfy, as i& 
tfny State of the Union. Bm the impradicabllity cS £\}p^ 
)>6rtidg a temperate and effedive jurifdiSion there, as ad* 
^sanc^d t^ the public, by the anonymous ftriftures ot Fabrit- 
eius, is to be reje£led as^rely plaufiUe in theory, and d^^ 
«m^&icalty anti-^fi^eral. 

Thk votary of Ariftoctacy i^iat open^liofttHties^ ^b the 
^wcry exift^ne^ irf a confederacy of the States. We are iiot 
to tevert to »e fiaiifeatic league, to the Orecfein and Swife 
T^nbiiids^aiid tbeH exuh ih |ttferenctfs as feeble as om* prexHw 
i^ are abfurd. DiiSiaining the hypoci^ of ftich antin-e^ 
jpublican theorres^ dm* recourfes flkmtd «ver be to h&^ 
Drh|ch ate indexifek-^to experience whicfr is orihodox*r 
That iyftem of go^einifeent *ow in ** fuccefsfid <^rati<m*'' 
ihay be fiifely e^^nded to embrace tk^ wide provii^ce of 
Louifiana, with ail thepopulatton which It ma^ hei^eafter 
Support. , The eeffion has furaifhed the enemiea of the con- 
^icutiOQ^ with a preamble to their declarationt that tbe en^ 
largment of our empire mtM nec^rihf ^ffeil the geniuj q$^ 
wU Oiffftms if oUr federal pvertdnent. ** To impel tbt 
current of poW^ (fey th€y)^from the centre to the circmtt* 
Jerence of fo wide a circle,'' H is ihamfeft that tbe moment 
tttin or moving force of the power mull bS prop6#tibhably 
augmemed.^ This bn^gaage dearly miftakes tfate ^mnau 
V^al mechaniim of a de%ibtic goveramem^ ior^ phyfieal 



priaaples t4 « ^enf f ep^btic* The fp^tnnat^ ^pesarioqi 
of a good government depends luH ^ppn th^ ^^epg^aphical 
^s^tent of dowinioBy buf upon its own teiphipical coaftUptiodu 
f am fond oiF cpmparing fucb an one to a moral being, fear? 
log a fympa^jr in ^11 its parts, ^nd difchamng itsj fun^t^bps 
i>y its own vital and inh^r^ nt energies, ^h^ blop^i is P^o* 
pelled irqni the fountain^ by tHe ^laftjc motion of the lungs^ 
thrpugli ^1 the arteries tp its ^gned limits^ an4 retatys b|^ 
its own qohefive attraflion ^o rend^ a fupply fo^ it§ own 
iKfcbargc. So, by the cojqbined and reciprocal energies of 
law ^nd patrlptifm, oqr fi^ciler^I republic will ^ver pr^£erve a 
patiiral mo^, harmpny 4nd <3<|uippire9 in af^l its pbyficai 
i^nd geographical departments. But where thelpve of/ 
country exitts not, this po^itipal equilibriupi ^ deftroyed, an^ 
ynilft be reftpred W r^ volutipn^ry perculSons^ as neceiTaryi 
chough a^ dreadful, as thi^ ^ikl^wgf^ pf the elej^^rie 0uid^ 
and the e;KpIo6ons of ^ ypli:anp» 

Befpptic InClitotion^ have but tfaf; e^ftence of a fom« 
mer's day, b^auf^ they neyer poiSefs t)ie gui^kgi^ng fprcf^s 
of patriotifm. A fy ft^nj pf mechanifm, hpw^ver ingenioul- 
i^ cofitrjyed aii4 finiQiQa, hat|i npthing of the Uyely opera- ^ 
tions ojf a yital orgwi»tipxi. The pntpary mqvein^ei^ta of 
fuch ^ gpyernmeat are foIe}y the effed of fqipc; dead weight 
— ^fome inert an4 arbitrary, ppwer, W^hic^ b«Wg cpynteraft- 
^ by thp very law^ of n|mr#| muft fppn tieel^aufted^ aii4 
?^iw>lution enfues. ft i^ aj vain, tjjerpfpre, tp Ipo^ for a 
pern^anent: ariftocracy, aato aftPWP^ to develpp^ the priti;. 
ciple of perpefua} motion. What though th^fe ella&Iifib- 
ments jn|iy, for a length of tjpae, ppt on the app^i^nc< pf 
Eden^ ^ feem to flourji^ from their own intrinfic virtue*^ 
fifing, }il^ th$ rofjtet, to grgat afpent and fplendqr, yet 
thiBir arti^cial pbwfr» are fooh 'exhauft<i<l« the iinal e^Fplp- 
fions are produced, and they defcend like the ftick/ Ambi* 
tioh, thereforjs, in ordier to create tbefe unnatural fyftfsms o^ 
policy,! will ie^k firft to marflia} the |ntere(t^ pf fojcijety 
ag;ui}ft fsaph other, and th^ nu)ral elements are thereby put 
ipto fvch dommotipn. that here a vortex ipay abforb th/f 
floofing Uberiie; o^ the pepple» and there a watei: fpoiit of 
deipptupi be fotced up tro^ the pqweir;, that may be ab« 
ftrafted from the right^ of mankind. But, the more pollti* 
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cd eftabH||j«(ient$ are indebted to yioleticc for their pmp-^ 
crties, th? more tfemporary they are. v 

R>iJtical bodies, therefore, whether hale or fickly, owe 
iiothhig.0f thefe circumftances to their bulk ofpopulatioii 
or magiiitude of territory^ but to thdr original conftlt^on 
and genera|^nianagement« It is farcical to pretend that the 
Governnielit of Louifiana csmnot be ereded in fepi^krate 
eftafHilhments, and all with the reft be aflfociated mider one 
federal coi^paft, whofe leading features fhall be pftirely re-i. 
publican. Thi$ confederation may as well be maintaiiie^^ 
between /r^^a/y z^fevmteen independent States. ]^ut there 
are confidera^ons which induce a belief that xht anne:«:in^ 
of LouJfiana to our empire, will bi^ge! a more iiatural, morel 
intimate and mOte pe^anent Union. <rti^ interchange of 
commercial contributions ^ill not fail to convince bo^h the 
If prth and the South of the fpeeial advantages oif each, an4 
endear and bind them to each other in a conjuj^ tie. 

If this relation has heretofore been fenfibly felt be» 
t\p^n the northern and fouthern States, much more will it 
reircknowiedged, fince'we c^n receive aU our tropical necef% 
:. :; from a fifter Sts^e* 'To talk then of a partition oyf ' 

ti c.^nircj is to urge an uniiatural and ruinous divorce, 
But why fliould politicians of New England, except it be 
from a niggar<iTy and ambitieiis "'policy, commence the du* 
ty of feparation ? In a houfe t&f mterchandize, it is common 
for Ae p?irtner, Vho is cpnfcious o| labdrrng under a dif ^ 
van^ge from the firm, to propojfc a diffolution of pattaer* 
Ihip. Pofitiye I am, that were a divifioa to be executed^; 
the Southern States, holding a greater variety of cotnmer-^ 
fial matippals, would ftill exift a far more integral tnd in- 
dependent governmant : Whiles the Northa-n States, re- 
grcting too late the wantonnefs of their policy, would be- 
hold theqifelves exifting a fradional and feeble jdrifdidion« 
1 hafte to an end, by a more appropriate addi^fs. 
Citizens ^f (be Cdunty of Bpjlhl^ > 

Once nrore I have acceptei the invitation of your com- 
mittee, to addreis you upon fubje^ls afligned me olT a po. 
iitical nature, and intimately connefted whh the curreirt 
times. Though ^g^^tefiil for^ the honors ^nd refpeft you ^ 
have ♦fhowti me, yfet 1 accepted^ indeed this laft af$gn-' ' . 
ipent With backward deference. Rtl^ftaat, from a view of 



Its novelty and relation to the politics of the day, I &It ai 
fir ft refolved not no cxpofe myfelf befoTe the camp of thole 
who were decidedly pppofed to me in political opinion* I 
had truly tho't that a private enjoyment of public fentimefitft, 
vould be far more felicitating, than a feeble attempt tq 
difcufs a fubjei^ that might irritate the feelings, though of 
^ retreating, yet of a refpe^labie oppofition. A fenfe of du« 
ty hpowcver prevailmg^ I embrace it perhaps for the lafl 
pme« . , 1 1 W2^ determined at^rft to pQrfue the fubje^ 
upon lay own ground, without, employing thofe allu- 
fions, which however ferious, might otxiafion a btufli upon 
any, who had configned thofe unpopular tranftdions to the 
general oblivion of paft events. But fooni difcoveredthat 
the way.I nuift purfue, led through the difputed ground of 
party politics, which fupports my claim to ^e moil liberal 
candour.' The fubjed, in my leifure, 1 have attempted to elu- 
^date, and now freely refigi^ it to your cenf^re or your ap* 
plaufe. 

The time, in which I have liv^d in this county, embrap* 
cs the two diftinguifliing asras of our federal adminiftratioa. 
But a few years years ago the times were perilous indeed. 
The very Heavens weie hung with omens of mifchievoua 
ideftimes. The aged. patriot, who looked back upon the 
caufe of America, faw the youog empire, tho' a ftill fplenw 
dent luminary, yet retrograde in her orbit* Awed into 
filmce from the painful retrofpe^, he coiridonly heaved 
iblitary figh, while the youthftil politicians around him, w}ft4 
fully enquired the occafion of his grief. Thofe were days 
of triumph to defhifion-— of glory to amlution. While re- 
pofmg in our lethargic loyalty, ih» entwined us with her 
ivebs of oppreifion, till in the joy of ker heart (he viewed 
her conqueft complete, and the fhout of her vidory awaked 
tis from our flumber. As Samplbn in his withs from the 
tap of Deliah, fo rofe the people at that time from their 
poUtical repofe. With facred refentment they demanded 
redrefs, and the omnipotent voice of their fuffrages intro^ 
iduced a new world of profperity-r-pardon the meuphor, a 
new hea|^ and a new earth, wherein we hope dwells politic 
cal righteoufnefs. The happy enent, which has dedicated m 
America an eternal monument of experimental republicaui^ 
'ifm| we have this day» my friends, convened to celebrate. 



. . l^t^Mdiftaff^ikig eiemicpjsi to traducd the <:bar^<^^ 
6t our rulers md Kufry ^ur ^vem^m^t into contempt^ it 
is aa ifkcontefta^le ft^^hpit t^cX5<iiicd States have nevet 
^en more relp^ed hy ^ pp^f^rs pf %f 9^e, thaii ^ thi? 
pefent momeat* Our nn^qii 9^p€ar^ ^^eat in the vk^Joi 
dd cftabliihinwta, if^hicb O^ght to beppf^ed ofali that J^ 
piuv-].dr t u €xp ntncc can feeftovf. Ai foreign courtf 
our minifters ^re received with the moft cordial attention* 
By their politicaiobrervaiions, they annot^cethdr cpnvic* 
tion to the worJd, that the refou^cj^ of p(;ii'x na^tional wealthy 
honor and greatnefs are daily in^rreaftag. Thpy behold out 
revenues unembarrafTed and cppioti^s ^ our J^ubJic faith dig* 
ni6ed and fupported ; our n^iliti^.d^cipUned ^d formidar 
bte, and our adminiflration ^elqiniea^ ^.pd i^iiergettc^ Thf 
alacrity nf the Brit'fb ciibioet in letdiQg oijr claims on tha^^ 
CDimtry ; the eagerneft of ih^ 3pani(h governmefit ip ristmovj- 
i»g er«?y caufe of go^apilaint arifing from fh? ^pf?ur at Nevr 
C>r leans ; but above all, the ceifion of Louifiana and the co^i* 
iF^ntion for the payment of the claims of onr citizens by the 
goyer9i9Mm of France* arf circu(p(tance$ ojt honpr^ble ^i^ 
iSPfivinci^g proofs that ^»r alliance is refpe^^d ^^i pujf 

I^ the candjdy of ev^ry d^fcri^tioa of party, recipro^ 
cate tks quftfUdiv Tp whom dp w^ owe th|$ ipuatiojnal digni^ 
^ aqd happing f i^ it tq th^ wi^^ofn and patrJQtifni pf tha^ 
m of m^iij ivho'have beep proicl^ining to the vprld t|)^ 
0ur^#5^nii&KnA^Q h^$ been conimittedtp .^n el^^jpf^pf 
|ijte»> vithput prinejpte oi" ppUgy, »nd tq,wk9^ ^hey ^ave 
jaixempteA taimpnti? th^ d^ mdepeat aAi4f/;^al9us yiice$ ,^ 
What wcmli have been the &l^^ of pur i)iatip9» h^ the lefr 
^r«of jthlitfmftakeiip«4i^prew^ Inftw^pf^reftora^ 
ticAof th« right of dqpiofei at Nf^w-0ri??u«5 with ?^4«re4 
•#urMees of (eo»^)}(sd/ri€»dft»ip» we ihould haya l^npjir 
fiQWtry^ before thjl$ tm^ esflvcsM^IP ^ var ^itb Spvi-* 
f^ IMMAiAg at every porg,^' t^ reicpvpr by force nrb)»t h^ 
9fiYnt Vf^ officiillv d^f4f l^ftead pf obt^ifigt bf honr 
pi»Wc contract, tm *^ g^rdw pf the; world/' we ihoi^l4 
)^av« £csen wr military arniamf»t «ipulf|e?iBg i^ duft oi| 
A«bfin]fc§ of the.MiiOfyK't* ^ oitr £^-pprt ^oi^M^blpcli;- 
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irdeif with fioftile 'fleets. Obr fliips Would have Seelx ^< ^ 
mantled in every poft^br fttJking to thfe cruifers of Fhiact 
and Spain/' Had the ddvociattes of war fucceeded^ ouf* 
government would liave fooin witaelfed •* chat di%rAce atid 
liownfall,^ by which its eneii^es enpt&ti m realfeend t^ 
power ^nd public efteem. " But how gbf knw the rcverfe^ 
and how grateful to all wh5 defigfit iii tht profpetity idf oui^ 
country." ^ 

But fini) my friends, thrift e»Air in tbi» Smi ihe hta^ 
Iftfuriatd fpitit of <^ofition^ tbo' cofidallfed into an utiu. 
dreaded cohort^ callfed that *• Effe%Jmt^*'^ Frotn tWs ren- 
dezvous of Federalifin) etery «ieamra, that afibfnesto itfelF 
& poKfical form, whetW tl tve as deai-ly ffttions^ as*^ 
matheuiatical alooiliy or Aibordinafeto the diveffiied judg^ 
imenls of men^ is fare io be aflailed wHb fill the m^nan«- 
<^ 6f caftrnmy and cond^ninatbn. Amdng the many that 
IbaVe been marked oiitt as vidims, is the late propdfed ameiid^ 
te^ttt to the tlonftlifutioti. The p)a^ Eiigtifh xA a)l their 
objediohs to this amendment is, ^be Cenjiitutttm of the 6C 
States k^ Hneifery JKHieh and aHieU, dMnety^rfiStl -Com- 
part fhils lunfguage withthfe avowedopinidiis aiid practice of 
^he fome denomfa^Hti^n <>f men^ in the ^ar '9^. A€ls were 
*hen paflfed, lotaHy- fepogltstot tb the fj^fit i^ mtttuing dp 
thait lacred compad:^ ^itholft ah aittempt of reformation ir^ 
the letter* While proud in domittation-, they coiild tdkoF 
iW" iiontemptible imbecility^' & *< want of energy/' But 
an hxHieft efiay beftig tnade to cowred that tnftfumem, in t ' 
%node provided by itftlf, aforrowfiil exclama^tmh is ralfe^ 
againft tke m%aruf'e, an eftslbiifhing a contagious precedeiii! 
|br wanton iftRovatiota* 

AiK>ther meafute^ Which has affiM*^e3 a ifelkious occd* 
l!bn of Fedti'al^ reprdienfioii) is the lateimpeachmtint of 
Judge Pickering and Judge GhUce. Some d^r fnMds tX 
«iw and^rder/hafvie by every diftortj^ta and faUe cbldurin|^ 
they eould apply to fbiefe cafes, endeavpred to ^afiife 
•tobn all the eaeceft of private tendentefs, that any mind 
may poAfs over ^ venertition for juftic^ and the honor of 
*|;oterfim'(nt, to etdte an alarm and call a deluded 'frater- 
nity lo beheld ihe'dewnfM eftbe yudieiary ! It is htfmuatw 
ycA that the admmiftrttion has not fomuchintiewthefepu* 
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JttJi<»:Of juftkc, in cbaftifirig the makoildaa of ffhefe jlKJ^ 
JiSy as to jqif>aii: the ind^pcndentse of the Judiciary. A na^ 
^ton, ind€ed» tmift bi; tound In a diftrdTiiig dflepimia, \^M 
had neither po^er td repesll a tlfelefs and embarraifing llmii 
p{ tl^ Judiciary, nor priviiedge to ptinilhits officers tor no^ 
torious abufes ^ triift, 'bQ:aU(e it is faid tbefe officers were 
^o -jiold tjxejr feat$ during good^-iehavu^r. ,.But the ar^u- 
xnents againft (he one and the other are equally invalid ; and 
4Ui)irittiDgly decide, that o^ adtfiinifttatic^ ha>e t^en a 
portion beyond the imputation of blame. The Britifc gov^ 
jenunen^y wbith the opponents profefs to venerate, would 
have duly noticed the ftretchof power in the one^ aiid the 
jbr^ch of truft in the other, and mad^ the oiFen tiers fignai 
jbtamples of condign punifhment. But^ my friends, the 
peniive potitician, who has kept tally of all the fhifts and 
evasions to which adifapppintcd ambition has reforted,to ca^ 
lumniate our rulers and immolate our nationd honor, would 
not admke that theie occafions ^alfo are imprefl: into faef 
farvice. . : ,,» 

Let the good pepple of this State retni^mber^ that ^ilA 
the enemies of our adminiftration are profdBng fuch tender 
regards for qur Conftitution^ they areiliU cberifiung.sHleltir 
•five hope, tbjit they fhalL^foon afcend the rotary wh^l o^ 
fprtune,and baflt in as gre^.parade and power as that ftpnai 
which they have fallen. At that time ((hould it eyet amvc J 
you will fee them fo far al^andomng thefe affedionatc 9ki^ 
tacbments, as to exert cveryjEwerve, to introduce a tnonafchr, 
ical fo^m of government* lOiqugh this beloved inftrument 
|)ointediy interdifis any title of mobility, jet you would fe^. 
them gradually eftabtiihing an aristocracy^ whofe various 
branches j like the caacerousr hungtor, would ibon rankle in 
every part of the community. Then, would fodety hp 
thrown into unnumbered grades of authority andgreatnefs } , 
—the houfes of your •' Auftins,'* your " Hewes,** your 
" Gores,*' &c. would be eredted into, patrician orders, and 
yoU), pdor people, defcend to a (late of plebeian fubniiilioiw 

But that propitious providence, which has hitherto de- 
fended pur nation from foreign oppreifionand domeftic cor^ 
liipiicHi^ will ftill direct the deftinies of our growing em- 
pire, and caufe the American republic to become t^he glory 
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6f the World. * It is a gtateful trath, that fince our hib^H 
firft colonisfted xhh treftern ivildernefs, a pecilltar fortune 
l»s attended us. flefoefs and Stateftnen have always beeb 
raifecl up with enetj^ies of mind adequate to the inftant 
emergency Qfourcaufe* We have yet living among ue 
hoary patriots, whofe fouls, tho* S^helmed in years, are yet 
filled with the chscCU fpirit of the revolution and parental 
yearnings for the^iiiertcah people.—- Venerable Statefmen^ 
whoj having cohfecrated their meridian funs to th«t faered 
catife, have Knbwn the intrigues of ambition^ can deted the 
fallacy of ariftoctatic coUuiion, and niinutely defcfibe whsit 
government will beft Ibfcure the felicities of the natiosi. 

Btit tho^ we are now bleft with thefe political prophets, 
yet the days^ in which we fhall be indulged lurith their com- 
pany and counfel, ^11 foon be paft. ^^ Our fathers, where 
art theyj and the prophets, do they live forever?** Wa(b« 
ington^ whofe prefence once to oiir nation was patriotifm^. 
and whofe counfel was wifdom, is no longer numbered 
with the furvivors of the revolutii^. Long fince, the laft 
obfequieU have been paid to the immortal Hancock. The 
weeds of inoumirig for the venerable Samuel Adams are 
juft Ifltd afide. In the funeral proceffion of the two lactef , 
we» as Mow<<iti2ens of the fame Sl^te, were tffe flHt of the 
mourners. And now, my friends, our bofoms are fltU 
heaving i^ith a folirary firii for Hancock dead, and the tear 
of ^tricftifm^ twice diuilled and copious for departed 
Adams, is yet undry upon our cheeks. We have duteoufly 
committed their dear remains to the bofom of diat foi^ 
vhich the]f faved from the forcible entry of an encroaching 
foe. And it is a^ confoiation that that foil, which intrea« 
Aires their dufl, can never fupport a i%ce enflaved to the 
luft of amlMtion. Thefe were the twin-patriots profcribed 
by parliament, fo oflfealive tp tHe eye of corruption, that 
even Britiftamnefty could not embrace them. Thefe were 
the Harmodius and Ari{h>fi;iton of America, whofe joint ef- 
forts roufed and fupported the foul of patrotifm and thus, 
thro* the deepeft gloom of hope, opened a way for the de«> 
iverance of thfir country. Hence thefe 'names have be* 
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coihe^ odious and tertiMe to our moderti^ Hfiftrafridce. fittifT 
as odious as they appear m their vjew, thefe indeed ai« 
names covered with glory. They will ever beam in the dE* 
falgepccof the fun, while the njoft fplendid of their Qpp(v 
Bents fhall be feen only in the parhelion of fime^ and muff 
at laft, like a failing meteor, defcend lo oblivion. 

From the earlieft hours of my remembrance thrfc 
names were dear to the inhabitants of M^ffachufetts. In 
thofe dubious times j when the American caufe ftoodtrem- 
Wing on the margin of uncertain fate, the very m^^tion of 
.them, gave confolation and firmnefs to the interefU of the 
revolution* And I will prefume to declare, that the n^mes 
of Hancock and Adams (hall be venerated by poflei4ty, as 
long as virtue, moderation, philanthropy and republicanifm 
ihall appear lovely to our citi2%ns, apd rational freedom 
find an abode in the States of America* 

While our revolutionjiry worthies are amiualty dtpufu 
ing from the ftagej k muft be grateful to the penfive vete^ 
ran to fee young men come forward, wearing their mantles 
and egiulating their virtues^ And indeed, my friends^ our 
hearts muft be confoled in Ae pro^o^, that our country 
will ever be bl^ft with political ]^o|)betSr wImj wiM ^thfuU 
ly announce the veteran doftrine, that Republican rightemfi 
nefs eKolteih a nationybuf4bejinofatnbitun is a repraach unto^ 
any people. This moment there are among yon many a 
young patriot, of genius, principle and integrity, whoar- 
dently afpire to the merit and fame of tl»5ir grand^fires ; 
wJk) are ready to efpoufe the caufe of liberty ; who are pre- 
pared to meet the vanguard of de%otifm, aiwi eager, at their 
country's tall, lo confecrate in the temple of honor, fomc 
early pledge of futirte ufefulnefs and glory. To thefe,. my 
friends, tho' I biufli that I have done no m<>re for my couw- 
tty, I cheerfully commit all thejoy^ all the duty, all the 
anxiety of addrefling you on fuch public occafions.^ Tho*^ 
for a fubjeft,' a defence of the liberties of my country has 
been given me, tho- the theme has been congenial with my 
very foul, and has often qufcfccned within me the ennobling 
fire of patribtifm j yet fuch is my prcdiliftion for q^ietude^ 
and without that, even folitary oBfcurity, that my feelings 
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hzx€ enjomed vtpan me^ no more to ftand fortb as a mark 
jk vidim of dt«inocracy9 toward wMch, the finger of a latrant 
a&d expiring oppofition may be diredcd. i have fo far 
availed myfelf of thefe ufeful occafions of enquiry, as to be 
deeply convinced of the defigas of an indefatigable patty, 
who have for their ultimate view the overthrow of our re- 
publican government* I have gained a plenary fatisfadion. 
that all this audacious invedive poured upon the adminif- 
tration ; this pufilanimdus imputation of private vices in our 
Prefident, when they could not get public ;•— this pretend- 
ed alarm of the downfallof the judiciary in the late repeal 
smd impeachments f this confounded tortuoficy of condud: 
in the affair of Louifiana, &c. all demonftrate the impotent 
cy of their caufe^and ought to be viewed by a candid pub- 
liCy as figftals of diftrefs and approaching diffolution* 

Let us rejoice then for the abounding profperity of our 
country.' All things we believe are in felicitous proceilion. 
Happy Republicans ! ^heaven has predefined a triumph to 
your principles. To the ompific energies of truth and rea- 
son, afcribe all the glory. jLet temperance, moderation 
and firmnefs chara^rize all your proceedings ; and r^mem* 
bcr, £-omdoffleftic virtue refults the greateft boaft of na- 
tional honor., Lef us generoufly cuuivate the education 
of the lucceeding generation, and leave examples worthy 
their imitation. Let us make the riling world believe, that 
iitK>rder to amelloiate the eondition of fociety, we muft 
<6rTejQ: the difpofitions of the human heart. Be no more 
anxious for your eaufe than to convince mankind, that re^ 
publican principles are capable of embi»icing every purpofe 
of law and government. That fyftem of politics, which we 
have adopted, mud be genuine, lor it has not only been af- 
lailed, in all ages, by a virulent oppofition, but it has been 
tried and approved l)y the teil of experience* 

Rejoice, that the time is on a rapid wing, when the 
governments of the States will ad in concert with Congrefs, 
and move like the celeflial fpheres, in harmonious orbits, 
around the centre of the fyftenu New-England, though 
obftinate the ftand ftie has taken againft the prefent admin- 
V^T^&ont muft foon a(:kaowledge their policy, and unfurl 



in Hartford add B^fton the Rejpubficaa bafmer;, Rhode- 
iflaxid and New^-If^mpihire have glpH^ufly ^merged from 
|K>Utic23 delufion^ a|id a^r@ now, in the concert of thanks- 
giving, rejoicing with their fifter States. Maffachufetts and 
Conne^cut are fufiered a moment longer to refift tke po« 
icncy of trutlj, that they mj^y|jrace the rea|r of her vijftory, 
;ind mak« her, triumph more complete. Thtis will princi- 
ple and candiour finally obtain a happy afcendency in the 
public mind. But many hard things will yet be faiid againfl: 
the cauie, but not more than the w6rld hath faid againfl: 
eur divine religioiu Our worthy Prefident will (UU be buf- 
Jeted, but more, iiPpoffible, hath been done before to the 
holy fon of Mary.* 

To jul^ify our own feelings, and do honor tp the exer- 
dfcs of the day, we turii our addrefs to the American fair. 
jlmiablf. Friends J \ 

With grateful fenfations, we welcome you Id partici- 
pate ynth us, this joyful feftivj^L As . A4a«rir without his 

? We ttoderftahd t}|tt fince ihb Oratioot was delivered* a geiicieman» 
wlio fafttint no tteati grade in tlie fcafoaf Fedeffalifoi; exprefled mach fiout 
grief thax asjr Atoiild 1^ t^ ^ fttingdy ^Ga^ocntic, ai tt> cftapare T^niaa 
Jefofon to Jeftit Chrift/'-rTo which fw KEfply.; \ > j. 

I ft. Haid the gentieman knf fraifUoHal |>ortiDii of (htt boafted acQmcif 

rid feaf;, er fabtrfcT of ertciciJfin, whicb hb pirty hslt affeCled to edgroft, 
moid have 4tfcovefed that tl^ it mot beitiiiteaded the leaib compari- 
£» betvr^ea oar S aviou r and onr BitSdtAt^ l^e ^ompafilbb k ikrf|^cQ«» 
oefflf between fedeialiCrh and that daring fpirk of tfi^ de v9^^' wlikn hai at* 
tempted to exterminate chriftiahitjr by the icorpiob-vrhip ot obtoqoy and 
perfec^tion. JDoet hiftory toinpare Galileotb the fountain op truth 
b)^ declaring that he was perfeboced fdr th^ fidteof tnithi t iroir'nbt. 

9d.lt has been too fre(|oently tbemiifottftneof trvtb tobe perlecut- 
cd in ^he iir<»ld bf thole who ha«^e affamed aq oppofition to it* h;^pbthefi8« 
wkhont' regarding whether iti cfie^ baire been injurtoas or beneficial to 
cTyil fiicfety« ^ Weil^rt (hallthe idatignaney of tho(e, Wh6 pefffecnt^ ogr 
SRVK>ua»y wiihoiit riiaking his di^ity^a ^oeftkm,' was exciticd greatly on 
accottiit of the lepnUilpaD fenttinents tviiich hl^ gofpei .contained. The 
t^did wQt a mMenc' revolve Aiis i4e4 before tbey proceed to dectfioo* 

3d. If w<^ may judge from at fynopticaf view of federal condofi, we 
nit tskj^fgoi to eoni^^the^^piOiiigriisP' of the geftdetnaii aHoJied to, occa- 
fioned not lb hiiich for fear dtCbonor okAght 4ie reSeded lipon oar S atiour» 
ail 'honor ilioald be afcribed to oar Prefideiit; ' 'V^ QukiHherefore i^nrol) the 
rrfalterns afre(h Ibftance of that ^' whining hypocrify'' with ; which the 
'^lOppoiition'' approach the people npon the fabjedl of politics, w^ieoevcs' 
c leBjIion on bsim^reffed^o ferve their 6ctafto»» ^^ *' 
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Etc, could not, fo glauHy, ha^e celebrated m Eden hir ni^^ 
in ibng of i»^e, fa (ihould ve be indulged the comparUou} 
vdthout jixff attendance, Ais public teuiinony of our grat« 
imde for the acquifition of this modem *^ paradife" Vould 
be too Iblitary and imperfeA* What event of nadonal 
concern more aSeds our domeftic fen&tiops and interefts^ 
liian that we this day celebrate i Not a continent difco^t^* 
ed, but an immenfe region acquired : Not by wafte of blood 
and ufurpation, but by negpciatioh & honor^Ie purchafe. 
Jbie important event furely fumiihes a fubjed ol entertain* 
iKnt anddifc(mrfe, in which female delicacy will not blufli 
to take apart* ' Yes ; in your fire-fide amufenients, in cy- 
cles fequeftered from men and foldiers, you n^ay realize ift 
diis a rich theme for ihtereliing obfervatiqn. Tour bofoms 
are not, as in tfie triumphs of imbition, torn with the 
poignant refle&ion, that though the national weal hai beei| 
angmenctd, it is by the unhallowed facrifice of many a love-, 
ly youth to whom your tender hearts were fondly attached. 
Though an incidental chafm may have t^en plac^ in- affairs 
between the United States and Spain, yet our more propi-^ 
lious deftinies have not called for young Curtius, the flowet) 
and ptide of America, to yield himfelf a. vi^im of patriot-- 
tfm to reftpre the a^pricious breach. laftead qI mpurntngi 
th^ death of a tind hufband^ the a|Fe&ioaate wife may ffteet 
his evf^ing r^urd with prop6fa)s of futu:re fettlement for' 
her rifmg, pum^ous family. The tender mothet, inflead oC 
deploritig the lofs of a favorite ^on, may now be felicucate4i 
with the tidings, that the young adventurer has enjoyed ii| 
that fertile and lalubrious country^ all the profperity wl^ch 
his elated hopes had promifed. ' .^ .\ 

In the ceIebratlon» therefore, c^our NATioNAx^-Jini^ 
ifEZf vou have, with proprkty, taken a diftmguifliing smd 
jmerefting part% W/e ^ not wonder the^ you alio hiye 
rendered a rich tribute of gritl^ude, and ehliyehed .this fct 
tival with fo geher^ attendancet * Hearts liKe yours* foftenr 
ed with benevolence, ientimeht & philanthropy, cannot but 
glow with a feeling acknowledgment for our national prof- 
perity. All that is lovely nfiuft bear a part In the eulogy, 
that ifi beftowed upon our prefent admini{lration. Tho' yoii 
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p^ have been complimented as *Hhe only reaifov^-eigns in 
America/' yet fuch are the relations <rf your fex to Ibciety, 
that you cheerfully venerate, with. our benevolent politicians, 
republican eftahliffiimentj. Thofe heavenly virtues, which 
you hold fo dear, will not countenance in men, thofe un« 
principled defpodc ariftocracies, which too often open the 
fluids of bafenefs and immorality ; which too often level 
the entrenchments that (acred honor has thrown around 
the dignity of your fex, & which ever enlarge the fphere of 
lawlefs paffions, to practice on .unfufpe£ting innocence, the 
fiiamelefs fedu£Uon of which, the blood of a Lucretia could 
Scarcely expiate, and againft the violation of which, the life 
alone of chafte Virginia piuft be ja deprecating facrifice. 
Under a free government, your beauties and charms, like 
other brilliant attributes of our national chara&er, muffc 
flouri(h in greater loveltnefs an4 perfection. Thofe illufive 
honors, which ambition proffers you in the gilded titles of 
queen, princefs, dutchefs, marchibnefs, &c» lofe all their faf- 
cination, when you look around your friends^ and fee no 
where exifting thofe partial diflindions, which, though 
they may favor an individual, yet degrade and defpoil the 
many ; when you do not, as in other countries, fee them 
compelled to incur the dxfpleafure of fome proud dignitary 
of the &mily, and turn their backs on hereditary greatnefs, 
by ratnying, at the altar of Hymen, the eledions of their 
hearts : When you look into the per^edtive of futurity 
and behold a numerous pofterity, increafmg- in the world 
from the blood of your own families, enjoying each other as 
£ellpw*citizens and aiTociates, undivided by that exotic pol- 
icy, which commits to a few a barbarous authority over the 
left } when ye fee them all entitled to the favovs of hon- 
or, according to their refpefliive merit* Surely, my friends, 
a view like this, tenders to your hearts a more purified en^ 
joyment, than could ever refult from the yifionary pomp 
and glory of a Cleopatra or an Elizabeth* 
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